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Cad is cigireacht abhair

ann?

Tugann Cigireachtai Abhair tuairisc ar chéiliocht na hoibre i réimsi aonair curaclaim laistigh de
scoil. Dearbhaitear dea-chleachtas iontu agus tugtar moltai iontu, de réir mar is cui, chun cuidid

le forbairt bhreise ar an abhar sa scoil.

Conas an tuairisc seo a léamh

Le linn na cigireachta seo, rinne an cigire meastoireacht ar fhoghlaim agus ar theagasc sa

Tireolaiocht faoi na ceannteidil seo a leanas:

1. Teagasc, foghlaim agus measunu
2. Solathar abhair agus tacaiocht scoile uile
3. Pleanail agus ullmhichan

Tugann na cigiri cur sios ar an gcailiocht a bhaineann le gach ceann de na réimsi sin agus iad
ag baint Uséid as contanam céiliochta na Cigireachta a thaispeantar ar leathanach deiridh na
tuairisce seo. Solathraionn an contanam cailiochta samplai den teanga a Usaideann cigiri agus
iad ag déanamh meastéireacht agus ag cur sios ar chailiocht sholathar na scoile i ngach

réimse.

Tugadh deis do bhord bainistiochta na scoile ar a thuairim a léirid ar thorthai agus ar mholtai
na tuairisce i scribhinn, agus beidh freagra an bhoird ar fail san aguisin ata leis an tuairisc seo.

Gniomhaiochtai na scoile chun leanai a chumhdach agus
chun bulaiocht a chosc agus dul i ngleic |éi.

imeachta um chosaint leanai agus gnasanna frit

Le linn chuairt na cigireachta, rinneadh na seiceélacha seo a leanas maidir le n6sanna

hbhulaiochta:

Cosaint Leanai

Frithbhulaiocht

1. Té&ainm an duine idirchaidrimh ainmnithe
(DIA) agus an Raiteas um Chumhdach
Leanali ar taispeaint go feicedlach gar do
phriomhdhoras na scoile.

2. Téa an Raiteas um Chumhdach Leanai
faofa ag an mbord agus ta athbhreithnid
bliantlil agus measunu riosca mar chuid
den raiteas.

3. Thuairiscigh gach muinteoir ar tugadh
cuairt orthu go bhfuil an Raiteas um
Chumhdach Leanai léite acu agus go
dtuigeann siad a bhfreagrachtai mar
dhaoine ata faoi shainordu.

1. Ta polasai frithbhulaiochta forbartha
ag an scoil a shasaionn na
Gnasanna Frithbhulaiochta Bunscoile
agus larbhunscoile (2013), agus
athbhreithnitear an polasai seo go
bliantuil.

2. Téataifead i miontuairisci an bhoird
bainistiochta go gcuireann an
priomhoide tuairisc ar fail don bhord
ar a laghad uair sa téarma ar lion
iomlan na gcasanna bulaiochta a
tuairisciodh (trid an teimpléad
taifeadta bulaiochta ata ar fail sna
Gnasanna) 6 cuireadh an tuairisc
roimhe sin ar fail don bhord.

3. Ta polasai frithbhulaiochta na scoile
foilsithe ar a laithrean gréasain
agus/n6 ta fail go héasca air do bhaill
an bhoird bainistiochta, do
mhdinteoiri, do thuismitheoiri agus do
dhaltai/scolairi.

Chombhlion an scoil na riachtanais maidir le gach ceann de na seicealacha thuas.




Cigireacht abhair

e Athbhreithnit ar chaipéisi abhartha

e Plé leis an bpriomhoide agus le &bhartha
priomhbhaill foirne

e Caidreamh le scolairi, fécasghrapai
san aireamh

Data na cigireachta 11-05-2023 & 12-05-2023
Na gniomhaiochtai cigireachta ar e Breathnu ar theagasc agus foghlaim le linn dh&
tugadh fathu thréimhse ranga

e Scrudu ar obair na scolairi
¢ Aiseolas don phriomhoide agus don fhoireann

Is ar Thireolaiocht na Sraithe Séisearai amhain a bhi fécas na cigireachta abhair seo.

Comhthéacs na Scoile

Is iar-bhunscoil lan-Ghaeilge chomhoideachais i Colaiste Naomh Feichin, a chuireann
oideachas dara leibhéal ar fail tri mhean na Gaeilge. Bhi scoldire is seasca claraithe ann ag am
na meastoireachta. Feidhmionn an scoil faoi Bhord Oideachais agus Oililna na Gaillimhe agus
Ros Comain (BOOGRC). Chuir an scoil an tSraith Shdisearach, clar Idirbhliana roghnai,
Gairmchlar na hArdteistiméireachta agus an Ardteistiméireacht sheanbhunaithe ar fail.

Achoimre ar na priomhchinnti agus moltai:

Cinnti

Moltai

Bhain céiliocht mhaith ar an iomlan leis an teagasc agus an fhoghlaim sna ceachtanna
a breathnaiodh agus bhi roinnt eiseamlairi de chleachtas an-mhaith ann.

Breathnaiodh cleachtas maith i gceachtanna na sraithe soisearai agus bhi béim shoiléir
ar théarmeolaiocht sainiuil don abhar agus ar phriomhchoincheapa tireolaiocha chun
feabhas a chur ar an Uséid a bhain scoléiri as focléir a bhain le tireolaiocht.

Muineadh na scolairi i dtimpeallacht thacuil inar cothaiodh caidreamh measduil.

Ba abhar roghnach é an Tireolaiocht sa tSraith Shéisearach agus cé go raibh lion na
scolairi an-iseal, bhi an solathar abhair agus an tacaiocht scoile uile go maith; rinne
scolairi uile na hldirbhliana staidéar ar mhodul Tireolaiochta d’fhonn cuidiu le lion na
scolairi a dhéanann staidéar ar an &bhar sa tsraith shinsearach a mhéadu.

T& an scoil lonnaithe i gceantar ata an-tabhachtach é thaobh na tireolaiochta de agus
go hinmholta, rinneadh tagairt do lion tréithe fisiceacha &itilla sna ceachtanna a
breathnaiodh.

Bhain céiliocht shasuil ar an iomlan leis an bpleanail don tSraith Shoéisearach, is ga amh
athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar an bpleanail do Thireolaiocht na Sraithe Sdisearai.

T& ga le coigeartuithe suntasacha ar na haonaid foghlama i bplean na Sraithe Séisearai
don Tireolaiocht lena chinntiti go bhfuil na riachtanais uile den Chreat don tSraith
Shoisearach a gcomhlionadh.

Ba chéir don roinn &bhair agus don fhoireann ardbhainistiochta féachaint ar bhealai
chun an t-abhar a chur chun cinn agus an lion a mhéadu ata ag staidéar na
Tireolaiochta sa tSraith Shoisearach.

Ba choir straitéisi a fhorbairt chun machnamh nios doimhe de chuid na scolairi a
spreagadh ina ligtear doibh riani a dhéanamh ar an dul chun cinn a dhéanann siad
agus na bearnai ina gcuid foghlama a aithint.




Mionchinnti agus moltai

1. Teagasc, foghlaim agus measunu

Bhain cailiocht mhaith ar an iomlan leis an teagasc agus an fhoghlaim sna ceachtanna
a breathnaiodh agus bhi roinnt eiseamlairi de chleachtas an-mhaith ann. Midineadh na
ceachtanna uile tri mhean na Gaeilge. Bhi eolas abhair agus oideolaioch an mhuinteora
an-mhaith.

Pleandladh na ceachtanna chun tacu le heispéiris dhearfacha foghlaimeoiri agus bhi an
caidreamh idir na scolairi agus an muinteoir an-mheasuil, a chuir atmaisféar foghlama
dearfach chun cinn.

| gcomhréir leis an dea-chleachtas, leagadh intinni foghlama amach ag tas na
gceachtanna. Ba choir amh, go mbeadh siad ceangailte leis na critéir ratha a chuideoidh
le scolairi riand a dhéanamh ar an dul chun cinn a dhéanann siad agus le freagracht
nios mé a ghlacadh as a gcuid foghlama féin. Chomh maith le cuidil le scolairi tuiscint a
fhail ar lion mér briathra gnimh a bhaineann le sonraiocht na tireolaiochta, moltar go
n-Usaidtear na briathra seo nuair ata na hintinni foghlama & leagan amach.

Lig lion na ranganna a bhi beag don mhduinteoir freagairt go dearfach ar riachtanais
aonair na scoldiri agus chuir an muinteoir aiseolas éifeachtach 6 bhéal ar fail do na
scolairi a lig doibh dul chun cinn maith a dhéanamh.

Bhi béim laidir ar usaid focléra tireolaiochta na scoléiri a fhorbairt trid an
bpriomh-théarmeolaiocht abhartha a chomhthathu isteach go rialta sna ceachtanna a
breathnaiodh.

Baineadh Usaid as réimse oirilinach de straitéisi suimitheacha agus measunaithe
foirmitheacha sa rang. Rinne an muinteoir meascén de cheisteanna oscailte agus
spriocdhirithe a chomhthathu isteach go héifeachtach ina raibh ar scolairi
réamhfhoghlaim a thabhairt chun cuimhne agus réimsi le haghaidh feabhais a aithint.
Spreagadh scolairi chun a bhfreagrai a fhorbairt agus tuiscint nios doimhne a léirit faoi
na topaici a bhi & muineadh. Léirigh siad eolas tireolaiochta a bhi oirilinach da gcéim
forbartha agus spreagadh iad chun foghlaim a dhéanamh.

Baineadh Usaid mhaith as diseanna amhairc sa cheacht chun plé a spreagadh nuair a
bhi tls a chur le topaic nua. Bhi gearrthéga fiseain agus Iéarscaileanna aititla
an-éifeachtach le scolairi a mhealladh. Ni raibh an Uséid a baineadh as bileoga oibre
sha ceachtanna, go héirithe an cuardach focal, chomh héifeachtach sin i dtaca leis seo
amh mar nar tugadh déthain dashlain do na scolairi le linn na gniomhaiochta. Ba chéir
don mhuinteoir machnamh a dhéanamh ar acmhainn ata nios deacra a Usaid ar nos
crosfhocal chun measunu nios éifeachtai a dhéanamh ar an tuiscint ata ag na scoldiri ar
an bhfocléir nua ata tugtha isteach.

| gceacht ar leith, go hinmholta tégadh scolairi lasmuigh d’fhoirgneamh na scoile chun
tréithe fisiceacha a aithint a bhi le feicedil 6 thailte na scoile. Lig sé seo doibh dul i ngleic
go direach leis na coincheapa a bhi & bplé sa rang, agus na naisc a dhéanamh idir
oighritl agus athru aeraide, agus an gaol idir an teoiric agus an fhirinne a fheiceail.

Ba thimpeallacht &bhair i bprionta an seomra ranga tireolaiochta ina raibh
léarscéileanna, grianghraif agus dbhair amhairc eile ar taispeaint ar na ballai chun tacu
leis an bhfoghlaim. Bhi sampla d’obair scoldiri ar ardchaighdeéan soiléir freisin timpeall
an tseomra.

Tugadh obair bhaile oirilinach chun an fhoghlaim a leathnd lasmuigh den seomra ranga.
Bhi aiseolas éifeachtach soiléir i gcoipleabhair obair bhaile na scoliri a ndearnadh
athbhreithnil orthu a chuidigh lena bhfoghlaim a threoru.

| bhfécasghrupa na scolairi, luaigh rannphairtithe gur mhothaigh siad gur thug an
muinteoir tacaiocht déibh agus gur bhain siad taitheamh as na ceachtanna tireolaiochta.
Duirt siad freisin gur bhain na ceachtanna tireolaiochta lena ngnathshaol laethuil, agus
tagairt ar leith & déanamh acu don domhan fisiceach timpeall orthu.



2. Solathar abhair agus tacaiocht scoile uile

Bhi an solathar 4bhair agus an tacaiocht scoile uile don Tireolaiocht go maith ar an
iomlan. Bhi an t-amchlard i gcomhréir leis na moltai sa tsonraiocht abhair agus bhi na
cailiochtai cui ag na muinteoiri a mhuin na ceachtanna uile.

Ba abhar roghnach é an tireolaiocht sa tSraith Shéisearach agus roghnaigh scolairi na
chéad bhliana a n-&bhair tar éis blaschlar gairid a chur i gcrich. Bhi an lion a bhi ag
staidéar na Tireolaiochta sa tSraith Shéisearach an-iseal ag am na meastéireachta. Ba
chadir don roinn abhair agus an fhoireann ardbhainistiochta féachaint ar bhealai chun an
t-&bhar a chur chun cinn.

Seachadadh na ceachtanna i seomra ranga tiomnaithe don tireolaiocht ina raibh
rochtain éasca ag an muinteoir ar abhair agus ar acmhainni chun tacu leis an teagasc
agus leis an bhfoghlaim.

Rinne scoléiri uile na hldirbhliana staidéar ar mhodul Tireolaiochta d’fhonn cuidiu le lion
na scolairi a dhéanann staidéar ar an 4bhar sa tsraith shinsearach a mhéadu.

3. Pleanail agus ullmhuchéan

Bhain céiliocht shasuil ar an iomlan leis an bpleanail abhair agus bhi sc6ip ann le clar
na sraithe sdisearai a fhorbairt. San aireamh i bplean an abhair bhi scéim oibre
chuimsitheach don tsraith shinsearach, an polasai measunaithe, straitéisi chun tacu le
scolairi a bhfuil riachtanais bhreise acu agus raon acmhainni chun tacu leis an teagasc
agus leis an bhfoghlaim.

Is ga don roinn tireolaiochta coigeartuithe suntasacha a dhéanamh ar aonaid foghlama
na sraithe sdisearai lena chinntit go bhfuil na gnéithe uile den Chreat don tSraith
Shaéisearach & gcur i bhfeidhm. Ba chéir don roinn abhair Usaid a bhaint as raon na n-
acmhainni agus na dteimpléad ata ar fail chun tacu lena bpleanail.

Bhi an phleanail muinteora aonair le haghaidh ceachtanna go maith &mh, agus bhi
straitéisi teagaisc éagsula in Usaid chun feabhas a chur ar eispéireas na scolairi. Go
sonrach, bhain an muinteoir Uséid as an timpeallacht aititil chun spéis na scolairi a
mhuscailt.

D’oibrigh an muinteoir tireolaiochta go héifeachtach le muinteoiri 6 scoileanna eile chun
riachtanais an phraisis athbhreithnithe foghlama agus mheasunaithe abhair do
mheasunu na Sraithe Soéisearai a chomhlionadh.

Bhi roinnt deiseanna curtha ar fail do scolairi chun machnamh a dhéanamh ar a gcuid
foghlama. Ba chair forbairt sa bhreis a dhéanamh ar an straitéis seo, ionas go
ndéanfaidh scoldiri riand ar an dul chun cinn ata déanta acu agus a laidreachtai agus
laigi a aithint mar chuid den phréiseas foghlama.

Ag deireadh na meastéireachta, pléadh dréachtchinnti agus dréachtmholtai na meastéireachta
seo leis an bpriomhoide agus leis an muinteoir abhair.



Aguisin

Freagra na Scoile ar an Tuairisc

Arna chur isteach ag an Bord Bainistiochta



Cuid A: Tuairimi ar &bhar na tuairisce scoile

(Folamh)

Cuid B: Gniomhartha leantacha a rinneadh n6 ata beartaithe le déanamh 6 cuireadh
crioch leis an ngniomhaiocht chigireachta chun tatail agus moltai na cigireachta a chur |
bhfeidhm

Cuireann Bord Bainistiochta Cholaiste Naomh Feichin failte roimh an aiseolas sa Tuairisc
Cigireachta seo. Taimid buioch as na priomhchinnti atd aitheanta sa tuairisc. Ta an
Tireolaiocht & miUineadh do dhaltai na hldirbhliana Chun iad a mhealladh i dtreo na

Tireolaiochta. Sa tSraith Shinsearach i mbliana, ta 45% de dhaltai na cuigiu bliana ag tabhairt
faoin Tireolaiocht. T4 tréan iarracht & dhéanamh ag an bhfoireann ard-bhainistiochta féachain
ar bhealai Chun an t-4bhar a Chur Chun cinn sa tSraith Shoisearach ach 6 tharla go bhfuil
stadas speisialta ag an Stair, ta Sé deacair a bheith seiftidil.

T4 obair leandnach a dhéanamh ar phleanail abhar.



Contanam cailiochta na cigireachta
Déanann cigiri cur sios ar chailiocht an tsolathair sa scoil agus feidhm a baint acu as contanam
cailiochta na cigireachta a thaispeantar thios. Tugann an contanam cailiochta samplai den
teanga a Usaideann cigiri nuair a bhionn siad ag déanamh meastéireachta agus ag cur sios ar
chailiocht sholathar na scoile do gach réimse.

Leibhéal

Cur sios

Sampla de na téarmai tuairiscitla

Usaidtear An-mhaith ait a bhfuil cailiocht na

An-mhaith; ar chailiocht an-ard:;

An-mhaith | réimsi a ndéantar meastoireacht orthu ar cleachtas an-éifeachtach; le moladh
chaighdean an-ard. Ni bhionn tionchar go hard; an-rathuil; beagén réimsi le
rédmhér ag an lion beag réimsi ata le feabhsu; go hiontach; ar chaighdean
feabhsu ar chailiocht an tsolathair ar an an-ard. Ar fheabhas: thar cionn; ar
iomlan. Do roinnt scoileanna sa chatagoir sarchaighdean; le laidreachtai an-
seo cailiocht an tsolathair ar a rinneadh suntasacha; thar barr
meastoireacht thar cionn agus is sampla é
do scoileanna eile de sharchaighdeain
solathair.

Uséidtear Go maith ait inar Iéir go bhfuil na | Go maith; cailiocht mhaith; filintach;

Maith laidreachtai sna réimsi a ndéantar cleachtas éifeachtach; inniil;
meastoireacht orthu nios treise na na réimsi | Usaideach; inmholta; caighdean
ina bhfuil ga le feabhas a dhéanamh. Bionn | maith; roinnt réimsi le feabhsu
tionchar ag na réimsi ina bhfuil ga le
feabhas a dhéanamh ar chailiocht foghlama
na ndaltai. Ni mér don scoil tégail ar a cuid
laidreachtai agus gniomhu le dul i ngleic leis
na réimsi ata aitheanta ina bhfuil ga le
feabhas a dhéanamh d’fhonn caighdean an-
mhaith a bhaint amach.

Usaidtear Sasuil it a bhfuil cailiocht an Sasuil; sdch maith; solathar

Sasuil tsolathair sach maith. Ta na laidreachtai sa | oiriinach cé go bhfuil féidearthachtai
mhéid ar a bhfuil meastoireacht a ann le feabhas a dhéanambh; leibhéal
dhéanamh direach nios treise na na laigi. céiliochta inghlactha; is ga feabhas a
Cé nach mbionn drochthionchar suntasach | dhéanamh i réimsi airithe
ag na laigi cuireann siad srian le cailiocht na
n-eispéireas foghlama agus ba chéir déileail
leo d'fhonn caighdean nios fearr a bhaint
amach.

Usaidtear Measartha 4it, in ainneoin go Measartha; laigi soiléire ann a bhfuil

Measartha | bhfuil roinnt laidreachtai sna réimsi a tionchar acu ar fhoghlaim na ndaltai;
ndéantar meastoéireacht orthu, go bhfuil nios | gan a bheith sasuil; deacrachtai ann;
mé easnaimh né laigi ann freisin n4 na ni mor feabhas a dhéanamh i réimsi
laidreachtai. Beidh ar an scoil dul i ngleic le | ar leith; ga le gniomhu le feabhas a
heasnaimh airithe gan mhoill lena chinntiu dhéanamh
go mbionn an solathar sasuil né nios fearr
né sin.

Usaidtear Lag ait a bhfuil easnaimh Lag; mishasuil; easnamhach;
Lag thromchuiseacha sna réimsi a ndéantar neamhéifeachtach; go dona; athra,

meastdéireacht orthu. Is ga don scoil uile
gniomhu laithreach ar bhonn comhordaithe
le dul i ngleic leis na réimsi atad mar abhar
imni. | gcdsanna airithe, b’fhéidir go mbeidh
ga le hionchur 6 ghniomhaireachtai eile le
tacu leis na feabhsuithe.

forbairt n6 feabhas suntasach ag
teastail; deacrachtai suntasacha ann
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What is a subject inspection?

Subject Inspections report on the quality of work in individual curriculum areas within a school.
They affirm good practice and make recommendations, where appropriate, to aid the further
development of the subject in the school.

How to read this report
During this inspection, the inspector evaluated learning and teaching in Geography under the
following headings:

1. Teaching, learning and assessment
2. Subject provision and whole-school support
3. Planning and preparation

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the
school’s provision in each area.

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the
findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the
appendix of this report.

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent
and tackle bullying

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and
anti-bullying procedures were conducted:

Child Protection Anti-bullying

4. The name of the DLP and the Child 1. The school has developed an anti-
Safeguarding Statement are prominently bullying policy that meets the
displayed near the main entrance to the requirements of the Anti-Bullying
school. Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary

5. The Child Safeguarding Statement has Schools (2013) and this policy is
been ratified by the board and includes reviewed annually.
an annual review and a risk assessment. | 2. The board of management minutes

6. All teachers visited reported that they record that the principal provides a report
have read the Child Safeguarding to the board at least once a term on the
Statement and that they are aware of overall number of bullying cases reported
their responsibilities as mandated (by means of the bullying recording
persons. template provided in the Procedures)

since the previous report to the board.

3. The school’s anti-bullying policy is
published on its website and/or is readily
accessible to board of management
members, teachers, parents and
pupils/students.

The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.



Subject inspection

¢ Review of relevant documents

¢ Discussion with principal and key staff

e Interaction with students, including a
focus group

Dates of inspection 11-05-2023 & 12-05-2023
Inspection activities undertaken e Observation of teaching and learning during 2
lessons

e Examination of students’ work
e Feedback to principal and relevant staff

The focus of this subject inspection was on Junior Cycle Geography only.

School context

Coléiste Naomh Feichin is a co-educational, Irish-medium post-primary school, providing
second-level education through the medium of Irish. At the time of the evaluation, it had an
enrolment of 61 students. The school operates under the Galway and Roscommon Education
and Training Board (GRETB). The school offered Junior Cycle, an optional Transition Year (TY)
programme, the Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme and the established Leaving
Certificate.

Summary of main findings and recommendations:

Findings

The overall quality of teaching and learning was good in the lessons observed with
some examples of very good practice.

Good practice was observed in the junior cycle lessons with a clear emphasis on subject
specific terminology and key geographical concepts to improve students’ use of
geography-related vocabulary.

Students were taught in a supportive environment where respectful relationships were
fostered.

Geography was an optional subject at Junior Cycle and although student numbers were
very low, subject provision and whole-school support was good; all TY students studied
a Geography module to help increase the numbers studying the subject at senior cycle.
The school is located in an area of significant geographical importance and,
commendably, reference was made to a number of local physical features in the lessons
observed.

The overall quality of planning for Junior Cycle was satisfactory: however, a review of
planning for Junior Cycle Geography is necessary.

Recommendations

Significant adjustments are required to the units of learning in the Junior Cycle plan for
Geography in order to ensure that all requirements of the Framework for Junior Cycle
are being met.

The subject department and senior management team should consider ways to promote
the subject and increase the numbers studying Geography at Junior Cycle.

Strategies should be developed to encourage deeper student reflection allowing them to
track their progress and identify gaps in their learning.




Detailed findings and recommendations

1. Teaching, learning and assessment

e The overall quality of teaching, learning and assessment was good in the lessons
observed with some examples of very good practice. All lessons were taught through
the medium of Irish. The teacher’s subject and pedagogical knowledge was very good.

e The lessons were planned to support positive learner experiences and the interactions
between students and the teacher were very respectful, promoting an affirmative
learning atmosphere.

¢ In keeping with good practice, learning intentions were outlined at the beginning of
lessons. However, they should be linked to success criteria which will help students to
track their progress and take greater responsibility for their own learning. In addition, to
help students’ understanding of the large number of action verbs associated with the
geography specification, it is recommended that these verbs are used when outlining
the learning intentions.

o Small class sizes allowed the teacher to respond positively to the student’s individual
needs and students were provided with effective oral feedback by the teacher which
allowed them to make good progress.

¢ Inthe lessons observed, there was a strong emphasis on developing students’ use of
geographical vocabulary by regularly integrating appropriate key terminology.

e A suitable range of summative and formative assessment strategies was used in class.
The teacher effectively integrated a combination of open and targeted questions which
required students to recall prior learning and to identify areas for improvement. Students
were encouraged to develop their answers and illustrate deeper understanding of the
topics being taught. They demonstrated geographical knowledge appropriate to their
stage of development and were motivated to learn.

e There was good use of visuals in the lesson to stimulate discussion when introducing a
new topic. Video clips and local maps were particularly effective in engaging students.
However, the use of worksheets in lessons, particularly the wordsearch, was less
effective in this regard as students were not adequately challenged during the activity.
The teacher should consider using a more demanding resource such as a crossword to
assess students’ understanding of the newly-introduced vocabulary more effectively.

¢ In one particular lesson, commendably students were taken outside the school building
to identify physical features visible from the school grounds. This allowed them to
engage directly with the concepts being discussed in class, making the links between
glaciation and climate change, and to see the relationship between theory and reality.

e The geography classroom was a print-rich environment with maps, photographs and
other visual materials displayed on the walls to support learning. There were examples
of high-quality student work also evident around the room.

e Appropriate homework was assigned to extend the learning beyond the classroom.
Effective feedback was evident in the students’ homework copybooks reviewed which
helped to guide their learning.

¢ In the student focus group, participants stated that they felt supported by the teacher
and found the geography lessons enjoyable. They also stated that they found the
subject relatable in their everyday lives, making particular reference to the physical
world around them.



2. Subject provision and whole school support

Overall, subject provision and whole-school support for Geography was good.
Timetabling was in line with the recommendations in the subject specification and all
lessons were taught by a suitably qualified teacher.

Geography was an optional subject at Junior Cycle and first-year students chose their
subjects after completing a short taster programme. At the time of the evaluation, the
numbers studying Geography at Junior Cycle were very low. The subject department
and the senior management team should consider strategies to promote the subject.
Lessons were delivered in a dedicated geography classroom where the teacher had
easy access to materials and resources to support teaching and learning.

All TY students studied a Geography module to help increase the numbers studying the
subject at senior cycle.

4. Planning and preparation

The overall quality of subject planning was satisfactory with scope for development of
the junior cycle programme. The subject plan included a comprehensive scheme of
work for senior cycle, the assessment policy, strategies for supporting students with
additional needs and a range of resources to support teaching and learning.

There is a need for the geography department to make significant adjustments to the
junior cycle units of learning to ensure that all elements of the Framework for Junior
Cycle were being implemented. The subject department should use the range of
available resources and templates to support their planning.

Individual teacher planning for lessons was good however, with a variety of teaching
strategies employed to enhance the student experience. Notably, the teacher used their
local environment to stimulate student interest.

The geography teacher worked effectively with teachers from other schools to fulfil the
requirements of the subject learning and assessment review process for Junior Cycle
assessment.

There were some opportunities provided to students to reflect on their learning. This
strategy should be developed further, so that students track their progress and identify
their individual strengths and weaknesses as part of the learning process.

The draft findings and recommendations arising out of this evaluation were discussed with the
principal and subject teacher at the conclusion of the evaluation.



Appendix

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

Submitted by the Board of Management



Part A Observations on the content of the inspection report

(Blank)

Part B Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.

The Board of Management of Colaiste Naomh Feichin welcomes the feedback in the inspection
report

We appreciate the key findings identified in the report.

In Senior Cycle this year 45% of fifth year students are taking Geography. The senior
management team is trying hard to find ways to promote the subject in the Junior Cycle but
since History has a special status, it is challenging.

Continuous work is being done on content planning.

(This is a translation of the school response submitted by the board of management.)



The Inspectorate’s Quality Continuum
Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality
continuum which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language used
by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision of each area.

Level Description Example of descriptive terms
Very good applies where the quality of the areas | Very good; of a very high
evaluated is of a very high standard. The very quality; very effective practice;

Very Good | fey areas for improvement that exist do not highly commendable; very
significantly impact on the overall quality of successful; few areas for
provision. For some schools in this category the improvement; notable; of a very
quality of what is evaluated is outstanding and high standard. Excellent;
provides an example for other schools of outstanding; exceptionally high
exceptionally high standards of provision. standard, with very significant

strengths; exemplary
Good applies where the strengths in the areas Good; good quality; valuable;
evaluated clearly outweigh the areas in need of effective practice; competent;

Good improvement. The areas requiring improvement useful; commendable; good
impact on the quality of pupils’ learning. The standard; some areas for
school needs to build on its strengths and take improvement
action to address the areas identified as requiring
improvement in order to achieve a very good
standard.

Satisfactory applies where the quality of provision | Satisfactory; adequate;
i is adequate. The strengths in what is being appropriate provision although

Satisfactory | eyaluated just outweigh the shortcomings. While | some possibilities for
the shortcomings do not have a significant improvement exist; acceptable
negative impact they constrain the quality of the level of quality; improvement
learning experiences and should be addressed in | needed in some areas
order to achieve a better standard.

Fair applies where, although there are some Fair; evident weaknesses that
. strengths in the areas evaluated, deficiencies or | are impacting on pupils’

Fair shortcomings that outweigh those strengths also | learning; less than satisfactory;
exist. The school will have to address certain experiencing difficulty; must
deficiencies without delay in order to ensure that | improve in specified areas;
provision is satisfactory or better. action required to improve
Weak applies where there are serious Weak; unsatisfactory;
deficiencies in the areas evaluated. Immediate insufficient; ineffective; poor;

Weak and coordinated whole-school action is required requiring significant change,
to address the areas of concern. In some cases, | development or improvement;
the intervention of other agencies may be experiencing significant
required to support improvements. difficulties;
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